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WINTER NEWS - FEBRUARY 2017

January 31, 2017 


Dear Roberts Elementary Families and Community Members,


 I cannot believe that February is already upon us!  Educationally speaking, our students have 
been very busy and engaged with our STEM philosophy of teaching.  STEM again stands for “Science”, 
“Technology”, “Engineering”, and “Mathematics.”  However, the acronym is much more than those 
subjects.  In the STEM philosophy of teaching, students incorporate all of our academic subjects 
under the umbrella of solving a real world problem.  With regard to an update to STEM, all students 
in K-4 this year will experience STEM through our STEM kits, STEM challenges, as well as have an 
opportunity to experience STEM within our English Language Arts Curriculum.  Some of the benefits 
of teaching with the STEM philosophy include but are not limited to fostering students’ skills in 
patience, teamwork, communication, and critical thinking.  In order to reach out to parents and 
community members to experience STEM first hand, we will be having a STEM family night on June 
1st beginning at 5:30 PM.  More information on this exciting event will be forthcoming, as we get 
closer to this date!

 As mentioned in our previous letter, Roberts Elementary School is embarking on implementing a 
School-Wide Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (SWPBIS) framework.  In SWPBIS, all 
students will be taught school-wide positive behavioral expectations, as well as be positively 
reinforced for following school-wide expected behaviors.  
The 2016-2017 school year will be the planning year for 
the SWPBIS framework and SWPBIS will be implemented 
at Roberts Elementary School beginning in August of 
2017.  For this year, in order to review our school-wide 
expected behaviors, all of our students participated in a 
review of our school-wide behavioral expectations on 
January 24th.  Please see the attached pages to this 
letter to view our school-wide behavioral expectations 
and feel free to reinforce these expectations with your
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children.  The purpose of the implementation of SWPBIS, as well as the school-wide behavioral 
stations that were implemented this year, is to continue to promote a safe and nurturing 
educational environment for all of our students.  

 As we get closer to Spring, please review the following important dates below: February 3rd 
(PTC Pasta Dinner Dance, 5:30 PM), March 10th (PTC Talent Show, 7:00PM), March 6th-March 14th 
(Book Fair), March 9th and 14th (Parent/Teacher Conferences), April 3rd-April 7th (PSSA English 
Language Arts Testing Window, 3rd and 4th Grades), April 24th-April 28th (PSSA Math Testing 
Window, 3rd and 4th Grades), May 1st-May 5th (PSSA Science Testing Window, 4th Grade Only). 

As always, it is my honor to serve the students, staff, parents, and community members of the 
Roberts Elementary School.  Please do not ever hesitate to reach out to me if you have a question 
or a concern.  I look forward to continuing to work with you as a team to inspire excellence in our 
students each and everyday. 


Sincerely, 


Anthony J. Grazel

Principal 

Roberts Elementary School


The faculty and staff 
would like to 
congratulate  

Dr. Anthony Grazel  
on earning his  

Doctoral Degree in 
Educational Leadership.
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School-Wide Behavioral Expectations for Non-Structured Areas


Hallways

Students should…

- Walk in a single file line.  

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Use volume level number one.  (Whisper voice) 


Cafeteria

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal conversation)

- Stay seated until they are prompted to receive their lunch or throw their lunch away. 


PM Bus Dismissal

Students should…

- Sit in the following order in their bus lines: Kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth.  

- Sit in a straight line behind their bus number between the orange cones. 

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 


PM Car Rider Dismissal

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 

- Listen attentively to the teachers on duty for them to call students’ names. 


Recess

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Follow all instructions of the recess teachers. 

- Play all games in a safe and respectful manner.

- Include all students in any games they choose to play.  


Bathrooms

Students should…

- Respect privacy. 

- After using the restroom, flush the toilet, wash their hands, dry their hands with a paper 

towel, and throw the paper towel away. 

- After washing their hands and throwing their paper towel away, immediately return to 

their teacher’s classroom. 

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 


Bus

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

- Stay in their assigned seats (bottom to bottom, back to back) until the bus comes to a 

complete stop at their bus stop. 

- Use volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 

- Respect themselves, others, and their bus driver. 
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Mrs. Kilian’s  & Ms. 
Gambone’s classes  

In December, Mrs. 
Kilian and Mrs. 
Gambone’s classes had 
such a great time on 
their outing to the mall. 
 They did some holiday 
shopping, practiced 
ordering and paying for 
their lunches, and got 
to visit Santa.  We are 
looking forward to our 
next outing to the 
Please Touch Museum!

IN KINDERGARTEN: 
Kindergarten enjoyed the holiday break, but came 
back to school eager to learn!  Upon their return to 
school, the kindergartens  got together with their 
3rd grade book buddies to share their holiday 
journals.  Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Lotz are thrilled with 
the improvement they are seeing in the childrens’ kid 
writing.  Additionally, the third graders interviewed 
their kindergarten buddies to find out their 
interests, and are now writing sight word books for 
them.  We can’t wait to get our hands on those 
books!   

STEM is alive in kindergarten.  The children enjoyed 
designing new energy efficient Polar Express trains 
for Santa.  They used their creativity and 
collaborative skills to design within specific 
constraints.  They practiced graphing and counting 
and learned about symmetry too!  
We can’t believe we’ve been in school for over 100 
days!  We had an awesome time celebrating the 
100th Day of School with learning stations.  Thanks 
to all the parents who helped out.  Now we are 
getting ready for our Valentine’s Day party on 
February 14th.  We are looking forward to celebrate 
our friendship. 
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Health & Physical Education

ESL NEWS

The Pennsylvania Department of Education requires annual testing of all English 
Language Learners using ACCESS, the state mandated assessment.  This test will be 
administered between February 27 - March 9.  ACCESS is administered in four test 
sessions.  It measures listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The test scores help 
guide teacher instruction.  They also determine when students are ready to exit the 
ESL support program.  MetriTech, Inc. will score the tests and the results will be sent 
to all school districts in the spring.  A copy of your child’s individual test scores will be 
sent home to you when they are received.  Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Mrs. Laura Verges


This	  year	  the	  Upper	  Merion	  School	  District	  is	  suppor5ng	  the	  American	  Heart	  Associa5on.	  	  
Each	  building	  will	  par5cipate	  in	  “Jump	  Rope	  for	  Heart”	  to	  raise	  money	  for	  doctors	  and	  
scien5st	  researching	  heart	  disease.	  	  Too	  oDen,	  however,	  people	  believe	  that	  heart	  disease	  
happens	  only	  when	  people	  get	  older.	  	  Everyone	  can	  benefit	  from	  exercise	  especially	  kids.	  	  
Children	  who	  exercise	  on	  a	  regular	  basis	  and	  get	  at	  least	  60	  minutes	  have	  stronger	  muscles	  
and	  bones,	  are	  less	  likely	  to	  become	  overweight,	  have	  lower	  blood	  pressure	  and	  decrease	  
the	  risk	  of	  developing	  type	  2	  diabetes.	  	  Choices	  that	  children	  make	  as	  young	  people	  will	  
definitely	  effect	  their	  quality	  of	  life	  as	  they	  get	  older.	  	  Parents	  should	  not	  only	  encourage	  
their	  children	  to	  exercise	  on	  a	  daily	  basis	  but	  to	  also	  do	  a	  variety	  of	  ac5vi5es	  in	  order	  to	  
improve	  on	  the	  3	  elements	  of	  fitness:	  endurance,	  strength	  and	  flexibility.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Kids.health.org	  offers	  some	  5ps	  for	  raising	  healthy	  kids:	  
1	   Help	  your	  kids	  par5cipate	  in	  a	  number	  of	  age	  appropriate	  ac5vi5es.	  
2	   Establish	  a	  regular	  schedule	  for	  physical	  ac5vity.	  
3	   Incorporate	  ac5vity	  into	  daily	  rou5nes.	  
4	   Embrace	  a	  healthier	  lifestyle	  for	  yourself	  and	  be	  a	  great	  role	  model.	  
5	   Keep	  it	  fun,	  so	  you	  can	  count	  on	  your	  kids	  to	  come	  back	  for	  more.	  

http://www.kids.health.org
http://www.kids.health.org
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This	  winter	  Roberts’	  art	  students	  will	  
once	  again	  be	  able	  to	  share	  their	  work	  
with	  the	  community	  as	  State	  
Representa5ve	  Tim	  Briggs	  hosts	  an	  
exhibit	  of	  art	  from	  the	  Upper	  Merion	  
elementary	  schools	  in	  his	  office.	  	  This	  
is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  for	  our	  ar5sts	  to	  
be	  seen	  by	  the	  public,	  and	  to	  perhaps	  
remind	  them	  to	  make	  our	  children’s	  
educa5on	  a	  priority	  everyday!	  

Meanwhile,	  back	  in	  the	  art	  studio	  at	  
Roberts	  we	  are	  con5nuing	  to	  make	  
and	  learn.	  	  First	  graders	  have	  been	  
pain5ng	  up	  a	  storm	  and	  making	  
discoveries	  about	  color	  and	  texture.	  
Second	  grade	  is	  currently	  in	  awe	  of	  
Claude	  Monet’s	  masterpieces,	  figuring	  
out	  how	  paint	  water	  and	  reflec5ons	  
and	  light.	  	  In	  third	  grade,	  we	  are	  
focused	  on	  the	  technique	  of	  
printmaking	  and	  crea5ng	  mul5ples	  in	  
the	  style	  of	  Andy	  Warhol.	  	  This	  winter	  
our	  fourth	  graders	  are	  building	  
ceramic	  coil	  pots,	  pain5ng	  canvases	  in	  
the	  style	  of	  Georgia	  O’Keeffe,	  and	  
learning	  drawing	  and	  observa5on	  
skills	  as	  they	  create	  self	  portraits.	  

Don’t	  forget	  to	  save	  the	  date	  for	  
the	  District	  Arts	  Fes4val	  which	  will	  
take	  place	  on	  May	  10,	  2017	  at	  the	  
Middle	  School.	  	  	  

ART IN FIRST GRADE:

Happy New Year! First grade 
has been eagerly counting our 
way up to the 100th day of 
school, which took place on 
Friday, February 3rd. We did 
STEM and teamwork activities 
with 100 objects. We wrote all 
about things that had to do 
with the number 100 and explored what 100 of an 
object looks like. We also completed 100 exercises and 
discussed the many strategies that can be used to 
accurately count all the way to 100. That was just some 
of the exciting activities to celebrate the 100th Day.


We will also celebrate Valentine’s Day in February by 
working on different Valentine Math activities and end 
the day by opening up our valentines from all of our 
friends!


We created math games to help our friends study for 
their tests. We explored many different games and 
their instructions then went to work constructing 
useful games that will help others practice their math 
concepts. This was to focus on the importance of 
articulating clearly what is to be done but also keeping 
in mind the sequence of events that must take place to 
play a game correctly.


Soon we will be taking a trip back in time and explore 
what life was like long ago. We have exciting events 
planned to help students appreciate and understand 
how life is different than it is now.


So even though it is cold outside, First grade is on FIRE 
with all that we are learning and doing!
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IN SECOND GRADE: 
Winter is now truly, surely here and with it we welcome a blizzard of learning opportunities! In 
December, Second Grade enjoyed learning about expository text while discovering the many 
wondrous facts about Eagles and Eaglets. The students also learned how to identify and find the 
main topic and key details within a story. Jumping into the New Year, the students learned all 
about making resolutions for the upcoming year and the purpose behind making those resolutions. 

Over the past few weeks the students have been studying all about birds and researching their 
habitats, offspring and their migration patterns. As a grade level, each student had the 
opportunity to create a bird feeder for our local flying feathered friends, all of which were hung 
in the trees around Roberts Elementary School. This activity was part of our Language Arts 
S.T.E.M. initiative focusing on the life of our feathered aviary friends. Recently, we have been 
perfecting our opinion writing skills— making assertions and backing them up with supportive 
reasoning. 


In Math, the students have learned how to “create” fact family 
triangles using related numbers found in a number model. They also 
have learned how to use count-up and count back strategies for 
understanding subtraction. Also, the students created clocks to help 
them learn to tell time to the nearest minute, half hour and hour. 
Along with time, the students were introduced to the inch and 
centimeter as standard units of length. They have been busy 
measuring objects in the classroom to help strengthen their 
measurement skills. As always, thank you to all of our families for 
your support in our work; we, students and teachers, are so 
grateful for all you do to help us succeed. 


Greetings from the music room.  There is so much going on during our class time together.  
First grade students are studying beat and rhythm.  Second grade is learning about the 
instrument families.  Third grade is getting ready to learn about Francis S. Key and the 
Star Spangled Banner.  Our Fourth grade has already learned three notes on the 
recorder.  We are continuing to learn songs and chords on the ukuleles as well.  They are 
doing great! 

Band and String lessons are going very nicely.  I am currently handing out music for our 
spring concert, so you should be hearing a lot of practicing at home!  The concert music is 
challenging but also very rewarding to our young musicians.   

Please mark your calendars for the concert on May 18th for both band and strings.  

MUSIC NOTES
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A NOTE FROM THE HEALTH SUITE
February	  is	  Na4onal	  Children’s	  Dental	  Health	  Month	  

The	  American	  Dental	  Associa4on’s	  (ADA)	  slogan	  this	  year	  is:	  
Choose	  Tap	  Water…For	  A	  Sparkling	  Smile!	  
Brush	  two	  minutes,	  two	  4mes	  a	  day.	  
Clean	  between	  your	  teeth	  daily.	  
Limit	  snacks,	  and	  eat	  healthy	  meals.	  
Visit	  your	  den4st	  regularly.	  

The	  CDC	  states	  “Drinking	  fluoridated	  water	  keeps	  teeth	  strong	  and	  reduces	  tooth	  decay	  
by	  approximately	  25	  percent	  in	  children	  and	  adults”.	  Before	  water	  fluorida4on,	  children	  
had	  3	  4mes	  as	  many	  cavi4es.	  The	  recommenda4on	  for	  fluoride	  levels	  in	  drinking	  water	  is	  newly	  
calibrated	  (2015)	  at	  0.7	  milligrams	  of	  fluoride	  per	  liter	  of	  water	  according	  to	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  
Health	  and	  Human	  Services.	  	  

The	  ADA	  recommends	  that	  parents	  of	  children	  under	  the	  age	  of	  3	  use	  no	  more	  than	  the	  size	  of	  a	  grain	  of	  rice	  
of	  fluoridated	  toothpaste	  and	  children	  3-‐6	  years	  old	  no	  more	  than	  a	  pea	  sized	  amount	  of	  toothpaste.	  Brush	  
teeth	  twice	  daily,	  morning	  and	  night.	  Parents	  should	  supervise	  their	  children	  to	  ensure	  they	  brush	  and	  rinse	  
thoroughly	  and	  don’t	  swallow	  the	  toothpaste.	  	  

Visit	  your	  den4st	  every	  6	  months	  for	  a	  cleaning	  and	  examina4on.	  Don’t	  forget	  to	  drink	  or	  use	  tap	  
water,	  there	  are	  many	  benefits	  that	  come	  from	  it	  which	  include	  dental	  health.	  	  

LEARNING SUPPORT & ENRICHMENT
What	  is	  a	  learning	  disability?	  

A	  learning	  disability	  is	  a	  neurological	  disorder.	  	  It	  affects	  how	  students	  understand	  or	  use	  spoken	  or	  
wriaen	  language.	  	  A	  student	  with	  a	  learning	  disability	  may	  have	  needs	  in	  his/her	  ability	  to	  listen,	  think,	  
speak,	  read,	  write,	  spell	  or	  do	  mathema5cal	  calcula5ons.	  	  The	  type	  of	  disability	  or	  degree	  to	  which	  a	  
student	  has	  a	  learning	  disability	  can	  vary.	  	  Most	  students	  with	  learning	  disabili5es	  have	  average	  to	  above	  

average	  intelligence,	  yet	  there	  is	  a	  gap	  between	  their	  ability	  and	  their	  
achievement.	  Learning	  disabili5es	  have	  been	  referred	  to	  as	  “hidden	  
disabili5es”	  since	  there	  are	  no	  physical	  characteris5cs,	  the	  child	  is	  bright	  and	  
appears	  “normal”.	  	  Students	  found	  to	  have	  a	  learning	  disability	  can	  be	  eligible	  
for	  specialized	  programming	  in	  their	  classrooms	  and/or	  school.	  	  Parents	  and	  
teachers	  working	  together	  is	  the	  key	  to	  making	  learning	  successful	  for	  students	  
challenged	  with	  a	  learning	  disability.	  	  	  Some	  famous	  and	  successful	  people	  who	  
were	  thought	  to	  have	  learning	  disabili5es	  were:	  Leonardo	  DaVinci,	  Galileo,	  
Isaac	  Newton,	  Charles	  Darwin,	  Thomas	  Edison,	  Woodrow	  Wilson	  and	  Louisa	  
May	  Alcoa,	  along	  with	  many	  others.	  	  For	  more	  informa5on	  on	  learning	  
disabili5es	  go	  online	  to	  the	  Learning	  Disabili5es	  Associa5on	  of	  America—
hap://www.ladamerica.org	  

http://www.ladamerica.org
http://www.ladamerica.org
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IN THIRD GRADE: 
Third Graders have been cool as cucumbers as they learn many new and exciting 

lessons. In the Wonders program, students are learning about similes, metaphors and 
idioms. They have learned to find evidence in the text to support their answers and will 
be working on writing strong summaries using main ideas and details. Students have and 
will continue to read from diverse texts including expository, folktales, realistic fiction and 
poetry. They are also using questioning skills and context clues as they read to better 
their understanding. You can help your child best by reading with him/her and asking 
him/her to summarize what was just read. You can also ask questions such as: What can 
you tell me about the story so far? What do you think will happen next? What is the 
problem/solution? What is the theme? What do you think would happen if…. How do 
you know…?  


During math, students have explored fractions, perimeter, area, measurement, 
multiplication, and division and continue to solve word problems using these skills.  Classes 
practiced their perimeter and area skills during an Escape The Classroom activity.


In Science, students are completing a unit on plants and compiling their learning 
into an interactive “lapbook.” Our next chapter includes researching different types of 
vertebrates and invertebrates and creating a project based on the book, Diary of a Fly. 


In Social Studies students are discussing rights and responsibilities. We will be 
learning about how our government works both nationally and locally. In addition, to 
celebrate the life of Martin Luther King Jr., third grade and their kindergarten buddies 
completed a “UNITY” project and won 2nd place in the Upper Merion MLK Art Contest!


We continue to pilot a S.T.E.M approach to teaching at Roberts. Students are 
learning the Engineering Design Process and the benefits of cooperation, teamwork, and 
failure! There have been many different STEM projects this year including creating 
circuits with “Little Bits,” building Rube Goldberg machines, partnering with Bryn Mawr 
Film Institute and their “See, Hear, Feel, Film” program, and our latest project which 
entails writing sight word books to help our kindergarten buddies learn to read! Ask your 
child which has been their favorite so far.


Please keep in mind that 
students benefit from 
continuous practice with 
addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division 
facts. Firstinmath.com or 
flashcards are always great 
options. Thank you for your 
continued support!
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March 2nd is the birthday of Dr. Seuss. He would be 113 
years old if he were still alive today. Dr. Seuss created 
characters and books that continue to inspire readers 
today. Many of these books are perfect for young and 
developing readers because they are built with high 
frequency, or sight words and predictable language rich 
with rhyme and rhythm. I encourage families to read and 
enjoy some of his books in honor of his words well written.  
Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!  

LITERACY CORNER 

IN THE LIBRARY 
Library has been, and will continue to be, an exciting place to be throughout 
the winter months. Fourth grade has begun to master the skills for evaluating 
the validity of websites in order to locate reliable information for research. 
Fourth and third grade students will also be beginning S.T.E.M projects, where 
they will be asked solve problems through the Engineering Design Process and 
collaboration.  Third grade has had the opportunity to compare and contrast a 
variety of literary elements through a wide range of books and multimedia 
outlets; as well as keeping up with the skills needed to progress as a 21st 
Century learner. Second grade students will begin to 
understand the technology in the library and how to 
use that technology to locate books.  First graders 
have continued to master the skill of finding and 
reading “Just Right” or appropriate books in the 
library.  We have also been reading many of the 
Pennsylvania Young Readers Choice Award books, 
through which students apply their knowledge of 
genre. Students in grades 1-3 will vote for their 
favorite Pennsylvania Young reader’s book. Votes will 
be tallied and sent out and one winner will be named! 
Each student contributes their vote to honor the story 
of the year! 
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 IN FOURTH GRADE: 
Happy New Year and welcome back! The fourth graders have returned to school 
renewed, refreshed and ready to take on whatever comes their way! 


In our Wonders reading program, we started Unit Three- “That’s The Spirit.” The big 
idea is “How Can You Show Your Community Spirit?” Students read nonfiction and 
fiction pieces that dealt with themes of friendship, helping the community, liberty and 
justice, and powerful words. As we explore the reading themes, students will have 
opinions about the issues that are important to them, and they may try to persuade 
others to agree with them or take action on an issue.  So, the fourth graders will be 
writing an opinion essay, which will give them an opportunity to make their voice 
heard on an issue of importance to them. 


In order to celebrate students’ cultural heritages, we held an International Luncheon. 
Each student brought in a dish that represented his/her family’s ethnic background. 
Students went on a virtual world food tour by sampling food from Poland, Mexico, 
Italy, India, Germany, China and many more.  In addition to the luncheon, students 
participated in academic activities throughout the day that highlighted different 
cultures. Students played international math games, read stories from around the 
world and discussed cultural traditions. 


Fourth graders also have been working on a STEM project, which involves building a 
“Free Little Library” that will be housed by the garden, which will enable students to 
swap books relating to gardening and nature studies. Feel free to check out the 
website, https://littlefreelibrary.org/, to learn more about free little libraries. This will 
be a welcome addition to our Roberts community.


We are looking forward to a great 2017 filled with positive learning experiences as we 
continue on this fourth grade journey together.


https://littlefreelibrary.org/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/
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Spotlight	  on	  the	  Spotlight	  on	  the	  SAP	  Team	  	  	  

A	  Student	  Assistance	  Program	  Team	  is	  required	  in	  all	  school	  districts	  in	  Pennsylvania.	  This	  team	  is	  
present	  to	  support	  students	  experiencing	  behavioral,	  emo5onal	  or	  aaendance	  difficul5es	  that	  may	  
pose	  barriers	  to	  school	  success.	  	  The	  team	  is	  specially	  trained	  and	  meets	  regularly	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  
working	  with	  families	  to	  mobilize	  resources	  and	  remove	  barriers	  to	  learning.	  A	  teacher,	  
administrator	  or	  parent	  can	  refer	  students	  to	  the	  SAP	  team.	  	  Referrals	  are	  kept	  confiden5al	  and	  
signed	  parent	  permission	  is	  required.	  When	  the	  SAP	  team	  meets	  and	  determines	  that	  barriers	  are	  
beyond	  what	  the	  school	  can	  help	  with,	  our	  school	  social	  worker	  is	  available	  to	  help	  families	  navigate	  
outside	  community	  resources.	  	  

Members	  of	  our	  Roberts	  Elementary	  SAP	  Team	  include:	  
Mr.	  Grazel	  –	  Principal	  
Mrs.	  Gallagher	  –	  School	  Counselor	  
Mrs.	  Dale	  –	  School	  Nurse	  
Mrs.	  Berger	  –	  School	  Social	  Worker	  
Dr.	  Moulton	  –	  School	  Psychologist	  

Please	  feel	  free	  to	  reach	  out	  to	  any	  SAP	  team	  member	  with	  concerns	  at	  any	  5me,	  especially	  if	  you	  
are	  no5cing	  any	  of	  the	  changes	  below	  in	  your	  child:	  

• Deteriora5on	  of	  rela5onships	  with	  family	  members	  
• Change	  in	  friends	  
• Change	  in	  ea5ng	  habits	  
• Change	  in	  sleeping	  habits	  
• Excessive	  need	  for	  privacy	  
• Change	  in	  personal	  grooming	  or	  ajre	  
• Poor	  school	  aaendance	  
• Declining	  grades	  
• Lost	  interest	  in	  hobbies,	  sports	  and	  other	  favorite	  ac5vi5es	  
• Unexplained	  moodiness	  or	  anger	  
• Unusual	  fa5gue	  or	  burst	  of	  energy	  
• Unusual	  spending	  habits	  or	  having	  unexplained	  money	  
• Possessing	  drug	  paraphernali	   	  
• Glassy	  bloodshot	  eyes	  
• Frequent	  cold	  like	  symptoms	  

	  	  	  

FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR’S OFFICE
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      The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation  
 

 Cover Letter 
 
 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation was established in 2013 to help residents of Bridgeport 
Borough and Upper Merion Township participate in programs offered by the Borough and by the Upper Merion 
Parks and Recreation Department.   
 
The foundation was named in memory of Tony Chiccino, Jr. who for many years was a counselor for the Upper 
Merion Parks and Recreation’s Adventure Day Camp Program.  Tony was a loving counselor who passed away at 
camp in 2001.  He always put campers first and made it his responsibility to ensure that every camper felt included 
and welcome. 
 
Since 2002, the Adventure Day Camp program has hosted an Annual Quarter Carnival whose proceeds have helped 
further Tony’s legacy of caring by supporting St. Titus School in Norristown.  When that school closed in 2012, 
planning began for the Foundation.  The mission of The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation is to provide 
charitable assistance for the educational, athletic, and recreational needs of underprivileged children living within 
Upper Merion Township and Bridgeport Borough.  Because Tony believed that there is no greater investment in the 
future than in our children, the foundation strives to: 
 

x Inspire children to live an active life with exposure to diverse opportunities 
x Enable children to become active members of their community 
x Empower children beyond academics 
x Create leaders within the community 

 
The Foundation can provide up to 75% of an activity’s fee. Our goal is to help as many children as possible; 
therefore, we ask that applicants only request the amount of assistance they truly need. To qualify for assistance 
from the Foundation, the following criteria must be met: 
 

x An applicant must be between the ages of 3 and 14 and a resident of either Bridgeport Borough or Upper 
Merion Township. 

x Parents of applicant must submit a completed “Scholarship Application Form”. 
x Parents of applicant must submit a tax form for the current year as proof of residence and financial need. 
x Applicant must submit a letter explaining why he/she wishes to participate in the program for which 

assistance is being requested. 
x Applicant must submit a teacher recommendation form.  
 

Applications will be reviewed semi-annually, or if deemed necessary by the board, additional reviews will occur. 
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    The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation  
 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
It is our pleasure to consider your application and further the legacy of caring started by Tony Chiccino. 
 

All scholarship applications will be reviewed semi-annually, or if deemed necessary by the board, 
additional reviews will occur. 

¾ Aid is available for programs sponsored by Bridgeport Borough or Upper Merion Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

¾ The foundation is only able to offer partial scholarships equaling up to 75% of the activity’s 
fee.  

¾ All information provided will be held strictly confidential and will not be used for any other 
purpose.   

In order to be considered, your application must be complete and include the following: 
□ Fully completed scholarship application form 
□ One completed teacher recommendation form 
□ Copy of parent’s/legal guardian’s most recent 1040 tax form 
□ A letter written by the student explaining why he/she wants to attend the program. 
□ Please mail completed application, 1040, and student letter to: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Participant Information: (PLEASE PRINT)    DATE:   _____________________________________ 
First Name: __________________________ Last Name: _________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _____________________ 
Date of Birth: ___________________________________ Age: ___________________________ 
Current School: _________________________________________  Current Grade Level: __________ 
School’s Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Favorite Classes in School: ____________________________________________________________ 
Other Sports/Clubs/Activities: _________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 
1302 Foxmeadow Circle 

Limerick, PA 19468 
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Our goal is to provide diverse opportunity for as many children as possible.  We ask that all applicants 
request only the amount of aid that is truly needed.  
Name of the program:  ____________________________ CODE # AND/OR PAGE # __________________ 
 

Program offered through:___ Upper Merion Parks & Recreation OR ___Bridgeport Borough 
 

Cost of the program: $____________________ Percentage you can afford: _______________% 
FAMILY INFORMATION:  (PLEASE PRINT) 

Parent/Guardian 1: 
First Name: ______________________________ Last:_______________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________  State: __________      Zip:  ___________________ 
Cell Phone : (____)________________  Secondary Phone #: (____)______________________ 
Name of Current Employer:_____________________________________________________________ 
Number of years at current job: __________ Position:____________________________________ 
 
Parent/ Guardian 2: 
First Name: ______________________________ Last:_______________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________  State: __________      Zip:  ___________________ 
Cell Phone : (____)________________  Secondary Phone #: (____)______________________ 
Name of Current Employer:_____________________________________________________________ 
Number of years at current job: __________ Position:____________________________________ 
Total Number of family members in the household: _____ 

 
Please explain any special circumstances, such as unemployment, unreimbursed medical expenses, 
family crisis, etc. that are contributing to your request for financial assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mother’s/Father’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

     Please Print Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 Child’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
     Please Print Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY     REVIEW DATE: __________________ 

 
Circle:  REJECTED  ACCEPTED  AMOUNT: __________________ 
Notes: ________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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    The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 

 

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
Applicant’s Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
     First    Last 
 
 

Directions: 
 

Please give this form to a teacher who has taught  
you an academic subject.  Also, please give that  
teacher a stamped envelope addressed to: 

 
 

Mission: 
The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation strives to provide charitable assistance for the 
educational, athletic, and recreational needs of underprivileged children living within Upper Merion 
Township and Bridgeport Borough.  The Foundation’s mission is modeled after Tony’s belief that 
there is no greater investment in the future than in our children.  Therefore, the foundation strives to 
inspire children to live an active life with exposure to diverse opportunities, enable children to 
become active members of their community, empower children beyond the academics, and create 
leaders within the community.   
 
The Foundation finds candid teacher evaluations helpful in choosing from among qualified candidates. 

 

Contact Information: (Please Print) 
 
(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.) ______________________________________Grade/Subject taught _____________ 

School:   ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: ________________________________  Teacher’s email:  _________________________  

 
 

Background Information: 
How long have you known this student?    ________________________________ 
In what context(s) have you known this student?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE TURN THE PAGE OVER 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 
1302 Foxmeadow Circle 

Limerick, PA 19468 
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Ratings:  
Check a box in each row.   
Compared to other students in his/her class year, how do you rate this student in terms of 
 

 
 
 

 

Not enough 
evidence 

 

BELOW  
AVERAGE 

 
 

AVERAGE 

  

ABOVE  
AVERAGE 

 
 

SUPERIOR 

Effort/ Motivation      

Concern for Others      

Citizenship      

Maturity      

Leadership      

Overall Character      

 
Evaluation:  

Please describe this student.  How has he/she demonstrated the above characteristics in 
your classroom?  We welcome any information that may help us to differentiate this 
student from others.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Teachers:  Your comments will remain confidential. 

They will not be shared with the applicant, his/her family or  

any person outside of the Foundation Judging Committee. 

 
 
Teacher Signature: _______________________________________  Date _______________ 


